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ITINERARY – 7 Day School Program to Vanuatu

Day 1 – Port Vila / Nirvana Resort & Spa (D)

Depart Brisbane, Sydney, and Melbourne for your international flight to Port Vila on Pacific Blue. 

Meet your Go See Touring guide and transfer to your accommodation at the Nirvana Resort & Spa, your island home for a week in Vanuatu.

Nirvana Resort & Spa is nestled amongst the coconut palms, with white sandy beaches and tropical gardens on the picturesque shores of Paradise Cove where you can swim, snorkel, paddle and kayak. Accommodation is in newly built fare style apartments.  The resort is on the Pango Peninsula within a 10 minute drive from Port Vila town on the south coast of Efate Island
Dinner will be served at the resort
Day 2 – Port Vila / Mele Cascade Waterfalls / National Museum & Cultural Centre / Town Tour / Secret Garden / Hideaway Island
Early morning rise for a 7am breakfast.
0900
Jump onto the bus for a "short and sweet" introduction to Port Vila which includes the National Museum and Cultural Centre which was opened in 1995 and is known to the locals  as the Haos Blong Holem Teat Kastem Blong Vanuatu which translates as the house that holds tight to custom, which belongs to Vanuatu. The permanent displays of the museum contains a large section of traditional artifacts, from masks and slit gongs to mats and scale models of outrigger canoes; as well as examples of pre-historic shells, fossils and pottery, and animals and birds from every island. As well as vibrant series of changing temporary exhibitions, there are daily screenings of video documentaries on aspects of the culture and history of Vanuatu.

Back on the coach you will skirt the scenic waterfront, taking the Lini Highway into town. You'll drive past the new Parliament House built by the Chinese Government and opened in 1993, the local markets selling fresh organic produce, beads, souvenirs, woodcarvings and local culinary dishes. There are the main shopping areas and the distinctive older buildings in the town as well as the more modern.  You'll see the old British and French jails, prison houses and hospitals.  


Visit the Secret Garden with a wide range of wildlife including birds of Vanuatu; wild ducks, parrots and jungle fowl, plus snakes, reptiles, cannibal huts and collection of WWII relics and artifacts.

Continue the day tour to the beautiful Mele Cascade waterfalls. Your guide will lead you on a trek up the falls to the lookout, on the way you will have time to swim in the pools. From the top there are majestic views and you can enjoy a refreshing swim before heading back down to continue on your journey to Hideaway Island.Hideaway Island offers excellent swimming and snorkeling, with access from two platforms above the main bombora. You can float over the coral reef and feed the 
large schools of fish. This is the site of the world’s only underwater post office where divers can purchase waterproof postcards. Lunch will be served at Hideaway Island.
0700
Return to your accommodation dinner will be served
Day 3 – Local School Visit (B,L,D)
Breakfast is served at the hotel from 7.00am 
0900
Departure for a Vanuatu style school day at the local school. Here you will spend a day in the life as a Vanuatu child and be treated to lunch. Afternoon will be spent with the local children playing netball and local sport games. After being transferred back to the resort the afternoon is yours to have a swim, or play coconut bowls on the beach.
0700
 Dinner will be served at your hotel

Day  4 – Island Tour / Local Village Visit (B,L,D)
Breakfast served at the hotel from 7.00am, followed by an Island Tour. 
Island Tour – Board the coach for a guided tour of the island of Efate. It will be a day of history and insight into the history and lifestyle of Vanuatu. This is a tropical experience, travelling along the pandanus fringed coastline, passing through the true Melanesian villages of the South Pacific, plus swimming at the white sand beaches as you travel around the island. 

Fire walking anyone? Weather permitting; a further highlight of today's tour is witnessing the time-honoured art of fire-walking.  The tradition and preparation the men undertake will be explained before performing. 
 
Your journey continues passing through villages to catch glimpses of local life, before arriving at a local restaurant for a buffet-style lunch.  Following lunch, stops will also be made to view remnants of the American forces involvement in Vanuatu during World War II.  Vanuatu had the largest US Base in the Western Pacific during WWII.
An afternoon refreshment stop; you have time to cool off with a swim in the safe tropical waters.

 

On the way back to Port Vila you will pass Klems Hill Lookout which provides a superb view over Mele Bay, Hideaway Island and the township in the distance.

After your Island Tour you will visit a local village where you will be greeted by a Chief in full native costume.

 

This is a great opportunity to learn and experience our ancestor's way of life in the past centuries.  You have the advantage of learning how to prepare native products such as; using native herbs for medicine, food preservation, food roasting, hunting traps, weaving mats, hats, baskets, preparation of lap lap or bunia (local dish) and many more discoveries to Vanuatu's cultural and traditional life style.

 

This tour provides insight knowledge to the cultural and traditional system of Melanesia that was passed on over many centuries in the archipelago of Vanuatu. Experience the custom, tradition and cultural values of ancient Melanesia.

0700
Dinner will be served at your hotel

Day 5 – Lelepa Island / Village Visit (B,L,D) 
Breakfast served at the hotel from 7.00am.
Board the coach for a 40 minute trip to Havannah harbor where you will board the MV Adalie for a 10 minute cruise to Lelepa Island - the 2007 Winner of the Vanuatu Tourism Award for Best Cultural/Scenic Tour. Lelepa Island is 160 acres of un-spoil rainforests, pristine beaches, diverse beauty and culture that makes Vanuatu the special country it is. 
You can theme your tour as an expedition of fun and adventure, which was the case in the famous Survivor TV series. Lelepa Island was the set for the cast and crew of the series in 2004 and the Australian Celebrity Survivors in 2006. This Island was also a base for US soldiers during WWII.
Upon arrival at Lelepa Island, meet your guide for a nature walk through our rain forest and learn about the useful herbs we use for medicine, journey into an ancient cave and meet the great Warrior King Chief Roimata. 

Time for a dip in the sea. Snorkel and hand feed the tropical fish in their color-full coral garden.

We will finish our day trip with the last stop in our local Village for our afternoon tea. You will experience the real insight into village life on an island. There are artifacts for sale, produced and sold by the locals at Island prices.
Cold juice, water and a beach BBQ is included in the tour.

0700
Dinner will be served at your hotel

Day 6 – Day of Leisure (B,L,D)
Breakfast served at the hotel from 7.00am.
You have earned a rest and day of leisure to explore Vila or to just relax around the resort. 
Your experienced guide will be able to provide assistance with any activities. 
1200
Lunch at hotel

0700
Lunch at hotel

Day 7  - Return Home (B)
Breakfast served at the hotel from 7.00am. 
0800
Time to say “Lookum yu” (see your later) to our Vanuatu friends

1000
Transfer by coach to Port Vila airport for flights home 
*Prices are subject to availability and change and will be confirmed at time of full payment 

*Airfares are subject to seat availability and airline conditions.

Inclusions: 
-  International Airfares and taxes
-  6 night’s accommodation at Nirvana Resort and Spa
-  Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner as stated in the itinerary
-  Melanesian Cultural Night
-  Local School Visit

-  Island tour

-  Lepela Island Tour

-  ½ Day city and sights Tour inc Museum and Secret Gardens

-  Hideaway Island Resort
-  All transfers
-  4WD Special purpose bus transport
-  Local guide
-  Mele Cascade Waterfalls 
-  Village tribal village
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