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ITINERARY – 9 Day School Program to Japan

Date:  - Tour: Japan Heritage and World War 2

Day 1
Wednesday: Depart Brisbane Mid morning. Arrive Narita International Airport evening. Transfer by bus to Accommodation. Arrive accommodation approximately 10:30 pm. Included Meals: No meals*
Day 2
Thursday: Morning approx 8:30 am by local trains to Yasukuni Jinja Yushuku (Tokyo War Memorial). Finish Lunch time. Lunch near the war memorial. Afternoon highlights of Tokyo with escort including Meiji Shrine, 


Shinjuku and Asakusa Kaminari Mon. Return hotel approx 5:30 pm. After dinner nigh time sights with escort for approx 2 hours.

Included meals: B/L/D. 
Day 3
Friday: Depart Tokyo approx 8:30 am by bullet train for Hiroshima.  Enroute visit the “White Heron” castle at Himeji. This castle, within walking distance from the station, is one of the three famous castles in Japan (the others being Matsumoto and Kumamoto) and is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and a Japanese National Cultural Treasure. Lunch at Himeji. Arrive Hiroshima approx 5:30 pm. Walk to hotel near the station. Included meals: B/L/D.
Day 3 
Friday: Option 2. Depart Tokyo approx 7:30 am by bullet train for Nagoya (approx 120 minutes). Arrive Nagoya and make way to school (cost to be determined in regard to transport to school and back to railway station –assume $25 student). Morning school visit. 

Lunch at school. Depart school 1:30 pm and arrive Himeji approx 3:30 pm. Spend two hours walking around the castle grounds and in the castle. Depart Himeji approx 4:00 pm and arrive Hiroshima approx 5:30. Walk to hotel near the station.
Day 4
Saturday: Full day exploring Hiroshima Peace park and Atom bomb museum and associated galleries and museums. This is best done by foot and we will walk through the town to the site. Lunch near the peace museum. Possibly some free time later in the day where we could also explore the city further with the tour escort.  Return Inn approximately 5:30 pm. Included meals: B/L/D.
Day 5
Sunday: Depart Hiroshima approximately 8:30 am by train and ferry for a Full day exploring Miyajima (Shrine Island) and Ustukushima shrine and floating Tori (shrine gate). Hike to summit of Mt Misen (530M). Miyajima island is related to Japanese military history as the Kamikaze went nearby this island to seek divine inspiration prior to their raids on allied war ships near the end of world war 2. Lunch near the shrine.  Return to hotel by approximately 5:30 pm. Included meals: B/L/D.
Day 6
Monday: Depart Hiroshima by bullet train for Kyoto approximately 9:00 am. Arrive approximately midday. Lunch near railway station. After checking luggage into Inn join escort to explore temples and shrines near our accommodation. Included meals: B/L/D.
Day 7
Tuesday: Depart Inn appely 8:30 am to explore Kyoto by local transport with guide including Gold pavilion, Ryoanji rock garden, Kiyomizudera and Imperial Palace. Evening explore the Gion (Geisha district) by foot. Dinner in restaurant overlooking river followed by visit to Gion Corner to see a shortened version of seven Japanese arts including Bunraku (pupper theatre) Koto (Japanese Harp), Chado (Tea ceremony) and Kyomai (Kyoto style dance). Return to hotel approximately 9:30 pm. Included meals: B/L/D.

Day 8
Wednesday: Morning depart Inn by train for nearby Osaka approximately 9:00 am. (30 minutes by train). Explore the famous shopping district in Osaka with escort. Best time for any shopping. Lunch in Osaka. Return to Kyoto to collect luggage and depart mid afternoon for Kansai international airport. Arrive airport approximately 5:00 pm**. Evening depart Kansai. Included meals: Breakfast

Day 9
Thursday: Arrive Brisbane early morning.
Includes:

1. All accommodation Japanese Inns and basic western hotels. No Youth hostels.
2. Pre departure information package. 
3. All ground transport in Japan including the fabulous Bullet train (Shinkansen)
4. 7 breakfasts, 7 lunches, 6 dinners.
5. 1 Japanese speaking escort throughout.
6. 2 teachers FOC throughout.

7. All entry fees including Gion corner.
Not included:

1. Meals other than those specified

2. Air fares

3. Travel insurance

4. All other items of a personal nature
Notes;

Accommodation.

We believe to truly experience Japan and its people and culture it is best to stay in Japanese Inns wherever possible. These feature Tatami (straw mat) floors, Futons and other Japanese style features. We will stay in a mixture of Japanese Inns and western rooms. 

Tour Escort

This tour will be escorted by John Morrell. John has had extensive experience working with school groups and outdoor education through his company Widlksill, which he sold in 2003. He has also been guiding and leading groups in Japan since 1984. His general knowledge of travelling in Japan and Japanese language conversation skills will add to the quality of your Japan experience. John enjoys exploring as much as possible by foot and his knowledge and skills in leading a range of groups to Japan ensure a hassle free journey that will open many doors and ensure a full cultural experience in this exotic land.
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